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Thiz zection of the popular rmp song | Can' iz the
bhast: of my ezzay. tellz us how contrary to Euro-
pean propaganda, Afica was robdyl sEbadianog
cannibaliztic pagan s befoke de Biropeans maded;
bt it actually had the first knew atanized gats bikshe
ment of leaming - the unisersiy i Timbuki,

Timbukdy, or Tamboncou, 3 ciyin the et African
nation of hhali, s ofice 3 Sentrefar Eaming and
tade, an vkl chual and spirtual capital, and ket
a preaimimr e e P Rt
az a post off tetrdwe=Salvaramr taratafivodecdni
three great structures built at that iesoangebsdis
tonal techniques, stillentain:

Ater Timbubkiu nes ipade dits people, wepe mkenas
daves,and the coutneraided Degold Timbukdy wez
|eft rone yess and uth 3 drataically reduced popu-
[ation , handicapping the countryin educational and
tech hialag ic 2l advan cem ent. TirbLURE TS ndlrfhe
capital of Mali, but the fammE RGeS TR oNE

Arica nm s a world power at one ime and held huge
Erfpiresr But-Baropeandistd leadewstibeling
thatthe people of Afca were backnard in their neys
uril the Buropeans arive d, infroduce d Chigtianibs
and taught therm hasi: zhllz. Buropean hiztory faik to
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highlight hie fact that slaveny damaged Afica aza
lotof expenenced and zhlled people were taken
A vi-Burapean hiztory ewen fries o shift the
bilate fondavembysaging that the dave trade
s alveadygoing onh Arica. But Buropean his-
fary car'thide the fact tat Timbukdl nes a great
by, and dhout i, we bt nothawve universities
foday,

BiEcE peaple are often freated as inferor to whites,
S e et e Al A b S
ehlieed onmrrrenbribmer notfeeBuropeans |

ibhigroftereadke s them believe the v are in fact
infetattriEmopeans: Fhismeans many blacks
haliese thatubite peopkearssuperior to them and
thathewshou libbe n subordingte posfons. So
rnatpget therm don't aimdo be_n highly ranked
pozhonsi.e. manader, dockar, [anwer, et But
inztead, setle forHeny deaners, although hey
have the'fotental o do zamething rmuch areater.

FitEaRs oot dieredhare of their roots and Tim-
huktu, mary b believe they are infenior to e
péipuest etk e A deryand vealizeth Stdie

perception that Afrca iz a backinand continent, and
baz had no part inmaking education whatit iz
today, iz not fact but ficton . Rachel Twumas

Whate ver the ciroumstances, the name of the s etflerrent came

The Relevance Of Timbuktu To The Black Youth Of Britain In 2003: The Comp etition Results & Additional Pieces*
* Bz g follow on from the Black Hitory Month, we asked woung people aged 13-19 to enter a competition entiled “The Relevance Of Tinbukta To The Black Youth Of Britain In 20037, We also asked one
acdult, Dr Ivlorzan Dalphirds, and a young person, Heather, to conttboate contrasting pieces. The full text of some of the pleces canbe foumd on wwrwhbtwee com.

Myths are a congruous part of all civiliz ations - the Greeks and
Fomans even shared theirs (Herakles and Hercules, Zeus and
Jupiter). Myths are the epitome of Tamily entertainment’, acting
on levels tat serve fo interest all generations . b essence, they
may be purely stofies andtales, but their significance is further
reaching. They delineate the psychology, customs and ideals of
society. Although myths are built upon a foundation o fabrica-
tion and rumour, their maxms are often unanimous. This sug-
gests that there may be truth in the undedying knowledge they
seek o pass on. Modern myths, howewer, are wery different.
Somme are 5o truth deficient, that they actually aim to deceive.
The Timbukiu myth’ is aguintessential example.

b modem language, theword Timbukiu has connotations of
remoteness and great distance. The other facet of this myth is
that the varous imperial powers introduced civilis ation to the
backward inhabitants of the country of Affica Gich. Accordifie o
this mindset, the rape of resources that accompanied coloRial
expansion were merely 3 priviege of superority. The truth, houwe
enwer, 15 wery different.

Timbuktu, in central Mali, was connected to the MIGEE Fiver by &
network of sophisticded canals. Founded in the T PeeRE Uy, it
became a mgor trading centre and prospe el the TEns:;
Saharan trade routes (orimarily for gold ane salt) Bueilding THEon
economic prosperty, Timbuktu guicklgbetamesan inteination-
ally renowned centre of academicaxellence, and agentre for
the propagation of Islam. From 14388 imbukiirdeveloped un-
derthe Askia dynastfef al-HIjjiM chamge, Mobamed's regers
ence for |slam, apdPsupport of schglarshipgteared the oty o,its
ped. Leo AfrgarLs (2 famdns travelles produced a olagsic J-
court in 110

“The King at hisin expense liberally maltg
taineth here great™lmbers of doctors, judges,
priests and ather learned men . There are manu-
scripts or written books, brought hither out of
Barbary, which are sold for more money than
any other merchandise . Instead of money they
use bars of Gold "]

Mohatned buit upon Timbuktu's previous econamic and aca-
demic success, to make it one of the most organized staes in
thewodd . The palicy of copying the manuscripts of all wisiting

travellers cholars and merchants) expanded the libraries to
unparalleled wolime, attracting scholars from across west

Africa and ewven as far as Saudi Arabia. French histarian Felix
Cubois wrote about the remarkable achievements of the city:

“The scholars of Timbuctoo yielded in nothing,
to the saints inthe soj@rmsSiRthe foreign uni-
wersities of Fez, Tumls, apdCaign. They &5-
tounded the most BEed menof klam by
their eruditioh- That tese, Megiies were on 8
lewel withdhe AfEbian sawvants is proved by the
fact that they were instalted as professors in
Mordete and Eqyptairc ontrast to this, we find
thatifsabs were not always egual " [i]

Athoughiting s sacked in 1592 by invaders from Morocco,
Timiuktu waskan economic and cultd el capital egual in his-
taic 3l importance to acclaimed pfies like Rome, Athens, Jer-
galem, and Mecca i) Duetotede sertification” that has

bie set the region, the prestioieus Koranic Sankore Lhiversity
el other buildings, for Baching Elamic law are a pallid reflec-
tioh of their formet terfporal radiance. Howewer, Timbukiu s
amaranthipe qialties lie in e many lessons ts existence can
teach the world,

Thiymgst apparent lesson is that any suggestion ofthe inferi-
offty, ofthe black {r any other race) youth of Britain is false.
Euen i apartheid South Africa, a black man played a major
pole inthe first human heart transplant in 1967, albeit in se-
cret.

Futhermore, indepth study of Timbuktu may reveal valuable
truisms relevanttoall aspects of running a stae. Howewer,
Timbuktu's paramount lesson is remarkably the most relevant
to the youth of today. Through education and emidition,
knowledge can be obtained. Timbuktu ilustrates that acoguisi-
tion of knowledge generates great wealth, and knowledge
empouers the individual and the stde.

[i] The chzsicacount of Timbudoo byleo Bricam s (France hoore's frans-
lation of 1735], htp-Bevae mannia vior comdtimbuoctoo himl

[ii] rubniz, Feli. Tinbuctoo the bivaerous. [Lomdan: I, Heinegtnann, 1697,
p. 2835, httpc bvavar histonychannel combc s s oo mdm e s coRinbubdbu hind

iii] http-@vevne historchanme Loonsk b5 sroonsme 5 oodimbukbu hitml

Mary of you rust be wondering what the name Timbuktu stands
for and why many peaple find the name to be myderious. As an
Afro-Caribbean, | had not been educated much on such an ime
partant asped of my history, but learnt a great deal on the ather
aspects such as slavery. | had heard many a time of the name
Tirnbuktu, but it had no meaning to me - just a place very far
away that was associated with legends and myths.

But, Timbuktu is in fact real and is located in Mali, West Africa
and was famous for ts wealth and for being the centre of learn

ing.

Black youth in Britain today should be educated mare about their
histary, so they can passthe knowledge down to the next gen
eration. It shouldn't be mentioned once a year specifically during
the time of black history month, but in history classes at school

At this moment you are wondering what Timbuktu has to dowith
today's youth. Being a black youth mysel, | think it is important
to know one's history, mine being the African history. | was told
that at the time when African scholarships were developing, peo-
ple in Britain, at that period, were basically ving in caves. The
nation of the university in Timbuktu was not known in Europe.

Education in Britain is a very big issue, especially for our black
yauth. There are many who underachieve at GCSE or A-Level,
especially in maths and English. But we shouldn't forget those
whao achieve the grades to attend their chosen Lniversity and
some reaching as far as Cambridge. The knowledge of Tim
buktu can be a motivational tool for use by educational institutes
to better equip us with a positive or new light about learning and
education.

There is a greater chance that people will associate Africa with
slawery and poverty, rather than with Timbukiu and ts history.
We should acknowledge that prestigious education developed in
Africa long before Britain came to buld one. Today, athough
there are many prominent Uniersties here in Britain and not so
many in Africa, it still stands that our mather country had an intek
lectual city with historical purpose and is now a hertage land-
rmark. Timbukiu has a histarical sigrificance as far as learning is
concerned. Heather Peler

Rivarbasats coming friomm the south and camels friom the nodth, wis-
dorn ancl Ehowkeoge fesice [n Thimbuity — A Timboktu proverb.

The hstorical relevarce of Tunbulh toblack youthin Bratain is
that 1t 15 the place where our ancestors came from —itwas partof
one the tero previcus great empires, winch were Ghana and Mali...
Researrhinto wour amce stors and learn about them. Le avn from the
first peaple who inhabited the globe, and realise the wonderfial
kicoardadze that the first man was created m God s image.

Aboaat 1100 AD, 3 group of nomads called Taaress, who grazed
thewr herds dunng the dry se son onthe banks of the Mizer Bivwr,
discovered an oasis ashortdistance awray fiom the rivwer and de-
cided to estahlish a pennare it canp of terts there. The Avahs
nared the orgzinal inhabitats of Tintukia the Toaregs, as they
wel noteasilyconverted to Islam

Whle they were awaytending their herds, they left the settlemert
inthe care of awoman One version says her name was Tombou-
ton, mearmng ‘the mother with the larze navwel”, wlnle shll another

tale says hername was Boutow, ard that Tommeans helonging to”.

from a worman, The Taaregs showed great respect to theirwomen,
wiich 15 the reasonwrhythe nare Tinbulhn came from awoman

Tmbukin s farnons nmwrsity, & ankote, dtacted scholars and
stderds fromm all owr the Blus b woeld. 5 cholas trainedin
Meccaor Caro came to teachin Timbukbn. Davaen Mackwood

Tinbuliuwar the first plare to hare a univeraty. What that
means iv me iz thaipeople aged 18 oxr older canhbe educated,
and get a zood Job o fed thenwehres and their fnahes.

Timbuliu or Tombouctow means,  Well that iz owned toa
wo nwancalled naned Bowciow™ Bowrtouwis aword that meane
kellybuwionor navel. Tivb ulduwas the meeting place for
iradesmenw ho would travel across Africa to trade. Because
Tinbulduiz 20 renwie, and #0 desolate, and ine redibly diffi-
cult 1o gei to - ot Just hecawwe of the terrainand heat (110
degrees iz uncommond, bt hecawe of the bandiiz — rumours
spread abowt the city. Anne-Jdzrie, 2%

Timbulitu

There were three main West African empires, Ghana,
Mali and Songhai. The ancient empire of Ghana was not
in the area of present Ghana, but further west of that.
That was taken owver by Mali, the nexd largest empire. The
third andlargest empire of west Africa was Songha.
Wiithin the periods of Mali and Songhai, there thrived cen-
tres of leaming b the west coast of Aftica, Timbukiu, Goa
and Jende. Within those areas, African scholarship dewvel-
oped right up to university |evel. A that period in Britain,
pecple were basically still dweling in caves, and dressing
in aimal skin. The notion of the university had not been
known in Europe. That was later taken up from Africa and
brought by the Moors to Spain, andfrom Spain to the
South of France and then further into Europe. So, Tim-
buktu has gat 3 historical significance as far as leaning

iz conzerned. Timbuktu, howewver also represents a pe-
fiod in time where west African scholarship and frade,
particu larly the trade in gaold, flourshed

S0 within that period, youtve got a notion of West Africa
thatis economically powerful, and atthe same time which
hias scholarship that other people did not hawe. This
brought jealousies and competition. Some of the major
competitars were Berbers, Moors and Arabs . The Ber-
bers, particulaty those in Mormocco eventually invaded
Timbuktu and the African empires. One of the first things
they did was to take the scholars, put themn in chains and
bring to their own countries.

The reason is - whoever controls the human mind will
cortral the universe. So if you inwvade and take sormething
waluable like te scholars, you will try and Lse them for

your o interests. So Timbuktu marks akind of apesx =
well as the fall of a partcular dewelopment of west Africa,
S0 the izsue is that is the past, and how is this relewvant to
black youth of 2007 13 this tatally irelevant? The youth
may have decided that ifehas got nothing to do with
learning, there’s no need to make the effort - gter Al they
know their place and are content 1o do nathing. They are
content o hawe no goals . Howewer, Timbuktu may be a
lesson that in order to destroy the body, the first thing to
o is paralyse the mind. Black youth are talking about
[yrics which are wiolent or artiwomen. Wha is the cause?
They need to realise how important the mind and leaming
i3. Theirforebears in places like Timbuktu realized that
many centuries ago.

OF Mowjan D alafins
Head of early |eaming at Mewlam College



