	Ghana We Can Do Better Workshop Outcomes

Contributions made in Accra, Ghana on 17/04/08. 

Facilitated by Ms Serwah (BTWSC). 

Contributions made in London, UK on 26/04/08

Facilitated by Kwaku (Black Music Congress)

Bold contributions denote similarities

SWOT Analysis

	STRENGTHS

Gateway To Africa

Hospitable

Mineral Rich Resources

Rains

Wonderful Culture

Brains/Human Resources

Rich Heritage

Beautiful Country

Peaceful

Natural Mineral Resources

Human Resources

Pioneering Political History

Rich Culture

Peaceful Co-existence

Different Ethnic Groups

Indigenous People’s Knowledge


	WEAKNESSES

Talk Too Much

Laidback

Time-keeping

Indiscipline

Don’t Enforce Laws

Don’t Respect Ourselves

Lack Of Self Confidence

Pull Him Down Mentality

Not Straight Forward

Lack Of Planning

Inability To Harness Resources

Human Resources

Natural Mineral Resources

Outmoded Culture/Traditions

Eurocentric Outlook

Mis-management Of Economy

Religion

Uncontrolled Urbanisation

Neo-colonialism

External Pressures

Fragmentation Of NGO Work

Illusion Of Peace

Drugs

Lack Of Checks & Balances

Low National Esteem/Confidence

Opportunism

Mindset

	OPPORTUNITIES

Education

Investment

Add Value To Resources

Common Markets:  ECOWAS, Diaspora
15 ECOWAS Member States

53 African Union Member States

Diaspora

Global Economic Recession

Pre-eminence Within Africa

Tap Into Legacy Of Nkrumah

Tourism

Opportunity To Address Environmental Issues

Education
	THREATS

Corruption

Copying Blindly

Dumping Ground For Other People’s Goods

Foreigners

Mis-education

Lack Of Self-pride

Drugs

Ethnocentrism

Ethnic-based Factions

Dumping Ground For Foreign Goods

Tourism

Environmental Issues

Stagnant Drains

Rubbish Dumps

Mosquitoes

	Ghana – Suggestions

Re-conditioning Of The Mind

Ideology Should Be Ghana First
Self-reliance

Attacking Cultural Imperialism

Exploit Potential Of Human Resources

10 Year Economic & Social Development Plan

Add Value To Resources

Ownership Of Resources

Exploit Salt Production in a way that benefits Ghanaians

Produce what we Consume

Support made In Ghana

Create Employment Opportunities

Investment Forum 12-14 August 2008, Accra

Promoting Investment In Ghana www.diasporainvestmentforum.org

	National Agenda: Diaspora Input

Get Ghanaian Banks To Do Roadshows In UK

Mobilise People

Sky Rainbow Investment Packages For Diaspora: info@skyruf.org 

List Ghanaian Businesses That People In The Diaspora Can Invest In

Diaspora To Eradicate Perception Of UK As A Haven

Diaspora To Invest In Education In Ghana

Increase Travel & Tourism

Diasporans To Be Better Organised In The UK

	National Agenda: Local Production

Reconditioning Of The Mind

Lock Down The Economy
Implement Agreements With ECOWAS & African Countries

	National Agenda: Culture & Development

Education

Develop Materials For Children

Creativity That Impacts Positively On Child Growth

Internet Access/Information For Young People

UK Based Artists Using Ghanaian Languages

Promote & Properly Co-ordinate Tourism

Increase Commercial Awareness/Marketing Of Ghanaian Cultural Output To Diaspora

Utilisation Of Indigenous Capitalism

Use Of Sports To Promote Cohesion

	Contribution by Kwame Osei (BEDCO), who assisted Ms Serwah in facilitating workshop in Accra

Firstly we need to change the system of education here in Ghana.  The 

current system is

-    too Eurocentric

-    devoid of any Afrikan-centred thought or world view

-    preparing Ghanaians to become consumers rather than producers

-    valuing everything European and devaluing everything Afrikan

-    lacking centres of excellence and the creativity of think tanks

-    lacking the concept of ethnocentricity and why this is important in 

nation building

Ghana needs to focus more on agriculture and not tourism.  Ghana needs to invest more in its farmers so that we can consume what we produce and produce what we consume, rather than importing everything we consume.

Ghana needs to develop more robust systems of energy generation.  The answer is not building the Bui Dam or more hydro-electric generators – the ONLY answer long term is building solar panel stations.

Ghana really needs to sort out its housing crisis, particularly in cities 

like Accra and Kumasi.  The government needs to build more affordable accommodation for teachers, doctors, nurses and other public sector workers and also the general population.  It also needs to work with the housing sector and the banks to introduce a mortgage system whereby ordinary Ghanaians can get mortgages over 20 years to purchase their homes, rather than renting accommodation.

At the moment, no financial institution offers Ghanaians a mortgage 

facility that covers 10 years, let alone 25 years.

Ghana has a huge problem with water supply and sanitation - again this needs to be addressed.

Again, we have to cultivate a made in Ghana ethic and encourage Ghanaians to buy Ghanaian.  However, the issue of discipline must be ironed out in terms of having the discipline to add value to our products and being disciplined enough to achieve this.

+++ Incidentally, the following article by Kwame Osei may be of interest: Ghana: Why Country Needs to Change Its Approach to Education at http://individual.com/story.php?story=80859055 


